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December 11, 2022 – Third Sunday in Advent 
Psalm 146; Isaiah 35:1-10; Matthew 11:2-15
“Confused About Jesus?” - Sermon Text: Matthew 11:2-11
Rev. Paul Shoemaker

During Jesus’ life, there was confusion about who He was and what His mission was.
Clarity comes from Isaiah’s prophecies and from Jesus Himself. Those same words
clarify for us the identity and purpose of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.

December 18, 2022 – Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Psalm 24; Isaiah 7:10-17; Matthew 1:18-25
“A Sign of the Times” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 7:10-17
Rev. William Mueller

We are almost to the joyous celebration of Christmas! Isaiah 7:14 gives us one of the
most celebrated prophecies about the birth of Jesus – the prophecy of a miraculous
virgin birth of our Lord. Jesus is, as Isaiah prophesied, Immanuel – “God with us.’’
The context of this prophecy gives us even more reasons to rejoice and celebrate! 

December 4, 2022 – Second Sunday in Advent 
Psalm 105:4-8 and Isaiah 40:3b; Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12 
“Repent!” - Sermon Text: Matthew 3:2
Rev. Shayne Jonker

You know it just wouldn’t be Advent without this strange preacher of the Judean
wilderness, John the Baptist. His message is quite simple and can be summarized in
a single word: Repent! And the reason why we should repent is simple as well: the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.
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December 25, 2022 – Christmas Day Observed 
Psalm 98; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:15-20
“How Will You Return?” - Sermon Text: Luke 2:20
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer

Want to make Christmas last longer than a day? Consider how the shepherds
returned to their everyday lives after seeing the newborn Savior, Jesus Christ, in
Bethlehem’s manger. How will you return?
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DECEMBER is ADVENT-SURE time for all of God's people, even in the midst of our on-going
worries, conflicts, illnesses, family separations, and even deaths. Scriptures announce it. We as
God's people live it out, and even Siri, our cell phone friend, defines ADVENT as the, "arrival of a
Noble Person, namely, Jesus Himself! 

Whether we are huddled together with family or not, whether we are mourning the death or
illness of a close friend, or even if our usual "'traditional" Christmas days look different this year,
we still rejoice in the fact that Jesus, the Christ, is with us in all ways and at all times. Yes, no
doubt about it, we are ADVENT-SURE and ready for surprising ADVENTURES, with our Lord right
beside us! Let's spell A-D-V-E-N-T:

I wail for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope. 

Anticipate new ways to celebrate this year as we deal with a changing life-style.

"Do Be Do Be Do" is our chant as we continue to Do the Lord's ministries while Be-ing His
redeemed people;

Visualize the real reason for Christmas, with or without the usual traditions and schedules.

Everyone is invited to the celebration of life in Him.

Now is the time to develop new customs and new ways of sharing Jesus in your world!

Tell everyone what He has done, at Christmas and throughout 2023!

A
D
V
E
N
T

Psalm 130:5



Appreciated Assets Gifts

In addition to gifts of cash, here are two charitable gift strategies
worth considering: Appreciated Asset Gifts and Charitable Life
Income Plans.

Shelly, a retired nurse, inherited a
significant portfolio of securities from
her father. Over the years, Shelly
became interested in investing. She
sold some of her stock just as the
market peaked and then bought again
when it was at a low. Last year, she
wanted to unload some of her low
performers, but before selling at a loss
she learned about the benefits of giving
her stock to charity. 

Shelly contacted us and was excited to
learn that she could make a gift of her
stock and receive an income tax
deduction this year. “I loved the fact that
I didn’t have to sell the stock at a low or
continue to hold onto it while it possibly
fell even lower in the market,” Shelly
said. Best of all, she was thrilled that
her gift would go to help us in our work. 

This information is not intended as tax, legal or financial
advice. Gift results may vary. Consult your personal
financial advisor for information specific to your situation. 

CALL OR EMAIL US IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT MAKING YOUR
GIFT TO WORSHIP ANEW: GINA@WORSHIPANEW.ORG • 888-286-8002

The names and images shown here are representative of typical donors and may or may not be actual
donors to Worship Anew. Under federal rules your benefits may be different from this example. 

Copyright © 2022 Crescendo Interactive, Inc. Used by permission.

With the end of the year approaching, a charitable gift can help you 
support the mission of Worship Anew and receive tax benefits.
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Charitable Life Income Plans

Gifts of appreciated assets such as securities or real estate are
an excellent way for you to help our cause. Securities may be
transferred directly to us while real estate is transferred through
a deed. These gifts will not affect your cash flow, and they
provide the following tax benefits:

A charitable
deduction to help
you save on taxes

Bypass of federal
and state capital

gains taxes

Avoidance of the
tax on net

investment income

Year

From a tax perspective, a gift of appreciated assets makes
sense. You can make the capital gains taxes optional, achieve
significant tax savings and support our work.

If you have low-yielding assets and are seeking higher income, a
charitable life income gift such as a charitable gift annuity or
charitable remainder trust may be worth exploring. In exchange
for your charitable gift of cash or appreciated securities, you
reap multiple benefits:

A charitable
deduction to help
you save on taxes

Bypass of federal
and state capital

gains taxes

Avoidance of the
tax on net

investment income
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Because the ministry sends mail at the nonprofit rate, seasonal mail is not forwarded. Therefore we ask that you please notify 
the ministry if you have a seasonal address in order to ensure important ministry news and information arrives at your home.




5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN  46825

Phone (260) 471-5683  |  Call Toll-Free (888) 286-8002

Our mission is to engage and equip aging adults with resources 
to live a full and abundant life in Jesus Christ. 

What helps you anticipate Christmas? Is it pulling out
boxes of decorations? Is it making plans to visit or
receive visitors? Maybe you begin to picture what your
decorated home could look like or feel the joy of
laughing with family and friends. You have an image of
what is to come. 

Sometimes we are struck with images that make us
avoid anticipation: the first marriage anniversary
without your spouse, another Christmas your children
won't be able to visit. When anticipation leads to pain,
we need something to look forward to.

We can try to picture what it would be like to be
surrounded by all of our loved ones, those we can see
now and those who have died in the faith. 

That is what the Scriptures mean when
they say, “No eye has seen, no ear has
heard, and no mind has imagined what
God has prepared for those who love him.”

1 Corinthians 2:9

We can attempt to visualize a life without pain or
discomfort. 

In 1 Corinthians 2:9, the Apostle Paul reminds us that
God has something bigger and better planned for you,
something that is beyond your imagination. 

Moments of Comfort is a weekly video devotional of
Worship Anew which ministers to the hurting and
suffering we face in this life with the comforting
message of God's Word. Our December Moments of
Comfort videos will be written and presented by the
Deaconess Kim Trombley. You can find all of our videos
at www.WorshipAnew.org/MOC.

This Advent season, may you be blessed with a picture
of things to come for you, an amazing child of God.
Jesus died and rose for you so that you might not only
picture the life without sin and pain, but actually
experience it with Him forever. 


