






June 4, 2023 – The Holy Trinity 
Psalm 8; Acts 2:14a, 22-36; Matthew 28:16-20
“The Blessed Trinity” – Sermon Text: Matthew 28:16-20
Rev. Paul Shoemaker

God has chosen to reveal Himself in three persons, God the Father, God the Son and
God the Holy Spirit. In doing so He shares with us His uniqueness as our God. Today
we celebrate the Blessed Trinity. 

June 11, 2023 – Second Sunday After Pentecost 
Psalm 119:65-72; Hosea 5:15-6:6; Matthew 9:9-13
“Truly Loving Jesus” – Sermon Text: Hosea 5:15-6:6
Rev. William Mueller

What does it mean to live before God? How is this possible? What about when things
are going horribly wrong? Hosea lifts up two great points about this life with the one
true God: a third day resurrection and the need for more than just lip service. 

June 18, 2023 – Third Sunday After Pentecost 
Psalm 100; Exodus 19:2-8; Matthew 10:1-5a,16-20
“Here Am I – Send Me!” – Sermon Text: Matthew 10:1a,2a
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer

Jesus calls His original twelve to be His disciples and sends them out to be His
apostles. He calls us to be His followers and then sends us out to be His
ambassadors. As Jesus was with the original twelve, so He is with us. 

June 25, 2023 – Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 
Psalm91:1-8; Romans 6:12-19; Matthew 10:29-32
“Your Value” – Sermon Text: Matthew 10:29-32
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III

What is your value? The world will answer this question one way, but what matters is
how God views you. You are of tremendous value to the Lord! Thus, he will watch
over you, take care of you, and will use you in wonderful ways. 
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Last summer I had a suspicious weed in my
landscaping. Normally I am merciless when it
comes to weeds. This time, I decided to let it grow.
Without any help or encouragement from me, it
turned into a beautiful sunflower.

This flower became a reminder to me of several
things.

First: We need to give ourselves and others
time to grow.

I had no idea this ‘weed’ was really a sunflower. I
would have pulled it, fully convinced I was doing
the right thing for the rest of my landscaping. 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus tells a parable
about a man who sowed good seed in his field. In
the night, his enemy came and sowed tares (weeds)
among the good seeds. As the two started to grow,
the man’s servants asked if he wanted them to
remove the tares. The man told them "No!" He did
not want to risk uprooting the wheat in the process.
As it turns out, it is difficult to distinguish tares and
wheat when they are first growing. 

Second: It is God who gives the growth. 

As a child I planted countless apple seeds in my
backyard. I was convinced that with enough love
and water, I could start my own orchard. Despite
my best efforts, it never worked. I was not able to
grow a single tree.

Perhaps that is why I am often overwhelmed by the
sowing and reaping language in the Bible. I can
plant and water and fertilize, but things don’t
always grow. Sometimes I don’t plant or water at
all, and things like this flower still grow. 

Growing
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Fortunately, things do not depend on me. Paul
writes about this in 1 Corinthians: I planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he
who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only
God who gives the growth. (3:6-7).

Paul goes on to say in verse 9 that “we are God’s
fellow workers.” 

We are called to be faithful in our labor, but
the outcome does not depend on us. Even if I
had planted that sunflower seed and watered
it faithfully, I could not make it grow. God
gives the growth!

Finally: The harvest may look different than
we expect.

The seed had come from a nearby bird feeder.
Considering how many seeds fell from that same
feeder, dozens of flowers should have been
growing! But there was only one.

One is very different than the image I have in my
brain when I consider Jesus’ words in Matthew
9:27: “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

But Jesus makes it clear in his other parables that
sometimes the harvest consists of one – one lost
coin, one lost sheep.

Lord, You have called Your servants to ventures of
which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith
to go out with good courage, not knowing where
we go but only that Your hand is leading us and
Your love supporting us. 

Prayer

Director of Development and Ministry Relations
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N N L J W Q M J Z T M X M I Q

I N L P L A N T S F F P Z C B

L Q Z I T R V E G E T A B L E

C B E X Q F L O W E R S D Q J

I D U N R T R O W E L N E L L

R X N T S L C A U M T R E E S

P O T V T A I M S F R U I T D

L S O I L E P D W E E D S V F

X H A T D I R T L T B W O I S

N B E Q N B W F F F G U A H T

Z M K D A J N X L B G S D E P

N H I W E R T K P I E Z J N B

B M R O F Q O J R M E E R V Z

Q G N R R N V B Y W X S S C Y

O O V M U V L C O M P O S T B

Words are hidden        and    . 

BUTTERFLIES

COMPOST

TREES

SEED

VEGETABLE

PLANTS

WEEDS

WORM

FLOWERS

TROWEL

ROOT

DIRT

FRUIT

SOIL

BEES

BUD



Planned Giving Brief

We call on Him to remember that we are only
stewards of His gifts and the family we care for is
His family first and foremost. 

Not only this, we have the Spirit who lives in us and
directs our prayers to the Father when we have no
words, when we have nothing left. The Spirit
reminds us that we are not slaves, we are sons!

Today, join with me in thanking God for our
adoption as sons and for the sacrifice of His Son,
our Savior, Jesus Christ. We also thank God for
fathers and father-figures who have not molded us
into their image, but have encouraged us to grow
in Christ to be more and more like Him. 
Happy Father's Day!
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5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN  46825

Phone (260) 471-5683  |  Call Toll-Free (888) 286-8002

Our mission is to engage and equip aging adults with resources 
to live a full and abundant life in Jesus Christ. 

For you did not receive the spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but
you have received the Spirit of
adoption as sons, by whom we cry,
“Abba! Father!”

Romans 8:15

I've had a few different nicknames over the years:
"Tommy-Gun", "Tom Tom", "T-Dog", and just plain
"T" being a few. What I love to be called more than
anything is "Dad", even if I often hear, "Mom! Dad!
Oh, hi Dad! Where's mom?" 

We have a God who desires to be called on. We cry
out to him "Abba! Father!" not just when we need
something (though we always need Him!) We call
to God to give Him thanks and praise. Thomas Moll

Content Manager at Worship Anew


